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like him, have transgressed the laws of the common morality
and who, like him, are forgiven. In a house of ill repute
Raskolnikov meets Marmeladov, the drunkard, husband of
Catherina Ivanovna and father of Sonia. Marmeladov is a
coward, a braggart, who has lost his job and drinks away
everything he owns. He pawns his wife's clothes and allows
his oldest daughter to prostitute herself to earn money be-
cause he has not the guts to earn it himself. With morbid
pleasure he plumbs the depths of his degradation and realizes
the impossibility of rising again.
"But He will take pity on us," he says. "He who pities
everyone, who has understood everything . . . will judge
them all. And when He has finished with all of them, He will
summon us too. 'Come closer, you others, come, you drunk-
ards, come you lewd ones!' And we shall all come forward
without any shame. . . . He will say to us: Tigs that you
are, your image is that of the beast and you bear its seal, but
approach anyhow/ And then the wise men and the reasonable
men will exclaim: 'Lord, how can you admit them, too?'
And he will answer them: If I receive them, you the wise
ones, and you, reasonable ones, it is because not one of them
thought that he deserved heaven.' "
Thus humility offers a chance of salvation to anyone who
experiences it. And Sonia, the prostitute, is the humblest of
them all.
"You too have transgressed the law," Raskolnikov says to
her. "You were able to transgress it. You did harm to your-
self , you ruined your life. . . . Consequently it is fitting that
we should go together, follow the same path."
But while Raskolnikov is boundlessly proud of having
widened the human horizon, little Sonia realizes her degra-
dation and accepts it as an inevitable disease. She becomes